Suggestions for Using the Student Writing Samples in the 
Grade 8 Assessment and Instructional Guide
· The persuasive and expository writing samples in the Grade 8 Writing Assessment and Instructional Guide/PowerPoint can be used for a variety of purposes.

· Language arts teachers in grades 6-8 will be able to use the PowerPoint definitions and sample writing papers as a tool for understanding the new rubrics, for identifying levels of student writing competence in their own classrooms, and teaching the components of effective writing.

· Content area teachers will be able to use the Grade 8 Guide as a basis for establishing writing instruction and writing standards within their subject areas.

· Students may use the materials in this document to assess the quality of their own writing and to set goals for themselves.
· The writing samples cover the entire range of student competence in Ideas, Organization, Style, and Conventions. Samples at the upper end of the writing scale can serve as examples of effective writing on demand that can be analyzed by the class as a whole or can be used to provide mini-lessons in Writer’s Workshop for students who have not yet mastered all the components of each domain of writing.
· The Levels of Development expository and persuasive papers (in Part V: Ideas) can be used to teach students what sufficient and/or full development of a topic involves. Allow students to discuss how the level of development changes at each point on the scoring scale.

· Writing samples at the lower end of the writing scale can be used to illustrate common problems that many struggling Grade 8 writers face. These papers can also be analyzed and compared to more effective samples without making visible the challenges faced by any individual writer in the classroom.

· Each paper contains many mini-lessons for the Writer’s Workshop. It is important for students to see the range of writing from professionally published authors to actual Grade 8 students from their own state. 

· Use the writing samples as a basis for modeling and teaching appropriate (respectful and insightful) peer response in the Writer’s Workshop. This can be done as a whole class or in a literature circle. Help the class develop names for each of the techniques made visible in the student writing samples, even in the ineffective samples.
· Allow the class to discuss the issue of length in effective and ineffective writing samples. This process will help students internalize and set goals for their writing.

· Because the domains of writing and the components of writing in the rubrics are very consistent across grade levels, feel free to use topics and student writing samples from other grade levels. Expository and persuasive writing are also assessed in Grade 5. The writing samples and practice topics in the Grade 5 Assessment and Instructional Guide may be appropriate for use with struggling writers in Grade 8. Persuasive Writing is now assessed in Grades 3, 5, 8, and 11. The persuasive writing samples and topics in the high school guide may be appropriate for some gifted writers in Grade 8.
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